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Hydrologic Cycle

1. Why are the areas of highest evaporation of water not found at the equator?
2. The subtropical regions of the earth have the highest evaporation rates. They are areas identified

as latitudes 20.5 N and 10 S. These areas are characteristically blessed with high pressure and
trade winds. Explain why high pressure and wind accelerate evaporation.

3. Using a dictionary, define water-table.  Is groundwater found above or below the water-table?
4. What is connate water?
5. What is juvenile water?
6. Connate water and juvenile water are added to the hydrologic cycle every year, but accumula-

tions are balanced through the removal of hydrologic water by what process?
7. Using only your words and arrows, draw the hydrologic cycle.
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Sinkholes
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Groundwater Use and Effects on Water Levels

1. What aquifers are used by 93% of Florida’s population?
2. How do State scientists monitor the supply of groundwater?
3. What is a real danger that can occur by pumping large amounts of groundwater from areas near

a coast?
4. What are five sources of contaminants that can pollute an aquifer?
5. What are the characteristics that make an aquifer susceptible to groundwater pollution?
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National Geographic Society 
Geography Action! Rivers 2001 
River IQ 
 
What is the longest river in the U.S.?  Missouri 
 
How many rivers are there in the United States?  250,000 
 
What percentage of our drinking water comes from rivers and river-fed lakes?  
60% 
 
True or false? Water is a renewable resource.  False 
 
A quart of motor oil dumped in a storm sewer creates a slick how wide: 10 ft, 100 
ft, 100 yds, 1 acre, 2 acres?  2 acres 
 
Most pollution in rivers comes from industrial sources.  True or false?  False 
 
What percentage of America’s wetlands have been lost or destroyed in the past 
century?  50% 
 
What percentage of native freshwater fish species in North America are 
threatened or endangered?  30% 
 
How many gallons of water a day does the average American use?  100 gallons 
 
How many gallons of water does it take to produce one 8 oz. glass of milk?  49 
gallons 
 
How many gallons of water does it take to grow a single head of lettuce?  6 
gallons 
 
How many gallons of water does it take to produce a single serving of steak?  
2,600 gallons 


